
 It’s that time of year again – the time when many people are thinking 
about the year past and the year coming.  Many people will engage in the 
tradition of making New Year’s resolutions – maybe formally, maybe just by 
thinking of things that they hope to accomplish in the year ahead. 

 Unfortunately, as we’ve all discovered, making lists of things we’d like to 
do doesn’t make them happen.  There are many people who’ve tried to help 
people turn their “to-do” lists into accomplishments, one of whom is a well-
known personal productivity guru named David Allen.  Mr. Allen is the creator 
of a book/system called “Getting Things Done”, and one of his theories is that  
we aren’t very good at prioritizing our lives.  We crowd our days with “stuff” – 
things where you haven’t determined the desired outcome or the next action step.  
Putting something like “be more active in church” on your list may seem like a 
wonderful goal.  Unfortunately, it is also an example of stress-inducing “stuff” 
unless and until it is fleshed out with action steps that lead to a positive outcome. 

 But if we’ve determined to increase our devotion to doing good in  
the world, how do we decide what to do?  Many of us will make emotional, 
impulsive decisions.  We learn of a significant, heart-wrenching need and  
respond to it.  This is welcome, but it can also lead to being drawn in too many 
different directions, jumping from one need to the next as they arise without 
long-term consistency. 

 I recently saw a quote from Mr. Allen: “You can do anything, but not 
everything.”  This sums up the problem we often face: first, there is so much 
need that we want to try to do everything.  Second, we often doubt our ability  
to make a real difference – we forget that we can do just about anything if we 
focus on it. 

 My hope for 2012 is simple: we want to help everyone find the one thing 
(okay, or two things) where you can focus your energies and make a difference.   
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or we are 

In Ephesians 2:8-10, we are reminded that we are not saved by our good works, 
but we are saved for them: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.” 

 We want to help you discern the voice of God leading you to the  
specific works that God has planned for you.  Beginning in February, we will 
have some opportunities after church for you to watch presentations, engage in  
group discussions, and consider where God might be leading you to devote  
your energies. 

 Without focus, the impulse to do more good – an impulse that I’m sure 
all of you have – becomes life-cluttering, guilt-inducing “stuff” that impedes your 
life.  With focus, the impulse to do good will not only lead you to accomplish 
amazing things for the world in the name of Christ, it will free you to say “no” to 
other things; it will free you to enjoy more of what the rest of life holds for you. 

 Remember: you can do anything, but not everything.  In 2012, may your 
“anything” be something incredible for the sake of the world. 

Peace and blessings, 

F 
what he has made  
us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works”         
 – Ephesians 2:10 
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From the  Choir  Room 

 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel  
(resumes January 8).  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band led by Jane Kelly Williams and the  
same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 
 
 

FROM THE CHOIR ROOM  
As we read this, the glow of Christmas lingers as a warm memory in our hearts. While 
these memories are still fresh in our minds, I want to acknowledge the many people  
who worked to make Christmas so special at FPC: 
 

• The members of the Chancel Choir and our soloists, who spent countless hours  
rehearsing and performing the beautiful music of the season for morning worship and  
special services and programs.  
 
• The Youth Ensemble, who added so much to our Christmas gatherings with their beautiful young voices.  
 
• The Worship and Music committee, chaired by Carol Schulzrinne. Their behind the scenes work makes 
every worship service and special music event flow smoothly. 
 

• The Staff of First Presbyterian Church, who are there at every turn to cheerfully assist, advise, participate 
and clean up! A big thanks to all of you! 
 

David Macfarlane 

DEDICATION OF ORGAN:  
SERVICE AND CONCERT ON JAN. 22 
On Sunday, January 22 we will dedicate our rebuilt pipe organ during 
11 a.m. morning worship. Following this special service, there will be 
a light lunch in Elmore Hall followed at 1 p.m. by a demonstration-
concert by David Macfarlane.  

 

See and hear the new organ: it can now be turned around for concerts, there are many new sounds, the 
combination of ancient arts with state-of-the-art solid state technology makes this the most versatile 
instrument in Northern NJ. David will demonstrate the differences between the old and new organs and 
play a few pieces to show off the wide range of sounds and effects of our grand new instrument. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 



 

 

 

EPIPHANY PLAY  
The Epiphany Play presented by the children and youth will take place after Worship on Sunday, January 8,  
in Elmore Hall. The play “My Name is Mary” will include Mary played by Alyson Kumor and Joseph by Evan 
Knight with a host of angels, shepherds and the wise men, or women, plus singing of Carols by the youth,  
children and congregation. Cyndi Kumor plays the role of an older Mary as she 
reflects and remembers being the mother of Jesus.  
 

The Play is followed by a THREE KING’S FESTIVAL hosted by our Hispanic 
Families. Most of the Hispanic world celebrates El Dia De Reyes, the Epiphany, 
remembering the day when the Three Wise Men following the star to Bethlehem, 
arrived bearing their treasured gifts for the Baby Jesus. Please join us on Epiphany 
Sunday, January 8. 

Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  
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CHURCH SCHOOL & SCRIPTURE STUDY 
Church School & Scripture Study classes resume  on January 8 and meet every Sunday.  
Regular attendance is the best way for children to learn and for us to live out our Baptism vows 
of caring and teaching our faith story to the next generation. 

GIVE TO THE OFFERING 
In January, children and youth will have the opportunity to learn what it means to give an  
offering to the work and mission of their church and will receive a pack of offering envelopes  
from Stewardship Committee members. 

BIBLE STUDY  
On Jan. 8, the BIBLE STUDY at 10 a.m. will feature the stories from the Gospel of  
Matthew, on which the popular Broadway Show, GODSPELL, is based. There are 35 ticket-
holders from our Youth Group, who, with their families, will go to NYC on Sunday, Jan. 22, 
for the 2:30 p.m. show. They are all invited to the Bible Study on the 8th for a briefing of 
those biblical stories by Rev. Hong before seeing the show.  

YOUTH GROUP HELPS THE HOMELESS 
The YOUTH GROUP will be preparing and serving dinner to our HOMELESS FAMILIES on 
Wednesday, December 28, and purchasing supplies with the Souper Bowl of Caring offering. 
Thanks to Elena Sepulveda and Sharon Burrowes for assisting the youth in this mission. 

UNICEF  
Unicef donations from the children and others totaled $200 which are used to help children  
receive good care, nutrition and medicine in countries around the world. 
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KIRA RUTHERFORD-BOESE  
 

We were pleased to have Kira Rutherford-Boese return to our church with the story  
of her experiences in Kenya as a volunteer last summer. Having heard from Heifer 
International about the crisis in Kenya because of the drought and that Heifer  
farmers would be losing their animals, the Youth Group took action and gave  
$300 from the monies they raised through the Pumpkin Patch to help those 
farmers. Lauren Bigler presented a check to Heifer on December 18 in honor  
of Kira’s work in Kenya. 

SECOND SUNDAY PARENT GROUP 
The Second Sunday Parent Group will meet on January 8 at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  
All Parents of younger children, babies to 2nd graders, are invited for a lively discussion for  
about 45 minutes before Worship. The Nursery is open, coffee and pastry will be ready, and  
parents will be to meet other parents with similar goals for their children. 

CUB SCOUTS COME TO THE CHURCH 

Boys from 1st to 5th Grade are cordially invited to consider joining a Cub Scout Pack  
held here at the church. There will be another Informational Meeting announced by the 
leaders. Speak to Rev. Hong or Dorothy VanderWerf or let the Church Office know of 
your interest. 

GIFTS FOR THE CHILDREN OF HAITI  
Gifts for the Children of Haiti were piled high when Fran Juste, founder of Helping Hands  
Bring Sunshine, told the story of how she will bring these many donations to 200 school  

children in Haiti after Christmas plus there was a $450 gift to help send the barrels of gifts we  
donated. THANK YOU TO ALL for your generous donations! 

PARENT/PLAYGROUP  
The Parent/Playgroup will continue to meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Nursery with Jennifer Choi on 
Wednesdays, January 11, 18 and 25.  

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS IN 2012 
Rev. Hong is inviting youth in 8th or 9th Grade to participate in a Confirmation Class in the new 
year. Please let Rev. Hong or Dorothy VanderWerf know if you are interested. 
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Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

COPIES OF YEAR WITH THE BIBLE 2012 ARE AVAILABLE 
Linsy Farris has spoken about the importance of the discipline of daily reading the Bible, how it  
has enriched his life and encourages others to do the same. The teal colored booklet includes daily 
Scripture Readings and Prayers as a guide for individual or family devotions.  

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, January 5 at 10:00 a.m., East Room 
The First Thursday Bible Study group continues on Thursday, January 5 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.  
We will be discussing the two creation stories in the book of Genesis, and how they represent different 
streams of understanding our relationship to God.  Please join us for an interesting and enlightening 
time of learning, discussion, and fellowship. 
 
 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m., East Room (Childcare Provided) 
The Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week, resuming on Jan. 8.  
We review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history and 
context.  In recent sessions we learned about diverse things such as the story of Sarah from the Book  
of Tobit.  Sarah went to her bridal chamber seven times, only to have her groom murdered by the 
demon of lust each time.  God sent the angel Raphael to protect Tobit’s son (groom #8) – and we 
discussed how this story, popular in Jewish folklore at the time, might have increased Mary’s fear at  
the visitation of the angel.   
 

We discussed the move in some parts of the church to change the Advent color from purple to royal 
blue, and what this would represent.  We discussed how the Gospel of John has a different view of 
discipleship from the other gospels, and how this causes certain denominations to favor the gospel of 
John in their teaching, while some other denominations and some other cultures prefer the other 
gospels.  These are the kinds of things that increase our understanding of how the Bible was heard in 
ancient times, which teaches us lessons about how to read it today. 
 

 
 MOVIE NIGHT: THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
 Thursday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the East Room 
 Is it fate or free will?  Is there a plan for our lives – and can we change it?  
 These are the questions posed by the popular film, “The Adjustment 
 Bureau”, starring Matt Damon and Emily Blunt, also currently showing 
 on HBO.  This is the story of a romance that was meant to be but wasn’t 
 supposed to be, and the film raises interesting theological questions for us 
 to discuss afterwards.  Rated PG-13 for adult language and some sexuality.  
 Join us for snacks and a fun time together. 
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News for the  Congregat ion 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
The ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS will take place during 
worship on Sunday, January 15.  We extend our heartfelt thanks to those whose 
service as officers ended in 2011, including Elders Christopher Olsen, Robert Ryder, 
Marcy Steele, and Peter Ye, and Deacons Bea Barbieri, Caitlin Billings, Norma 
Francis, Leida Rivera, and Richard Perry.  
 

 
 
 

      ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will take place after worship on 

Sunday, January 29, 2012.  A light lunch will be served (soup is prepared by our youth, and 
our officers provide sandwiches and desserts), after which the meeting will take place.  This 
is your best opportunity as members of the church to learn more about the workings of the 
congregation, ask questions, and perhaps discover areas where you might like to serve.  The 

Annual Reports will be ready for distribution on Sunday, January 22 so you can read them 
before the meeting. 

CULTUREFEST AT FPC COMING SOON 
Believe it or not, it’s that time again – CULTUREFEST at FPC - 
Saturday evening, January 28, 2012.  Elmore Hall will be decked out  
and we hope you will join us for a fun time.  If you are new to 

our Congregation or never attended CULTUREFEST, it is a culinary delight of favorites made by our  
multi-national members.  Along with sharing in a fantastic supper, we will have entertainment, but our 
program for the evening is still in the planning stages. Yes, of course, there will be dessert and coffee  
after the entertainment.   
 

Outreach Committee sets up at 10:30 a.m. on that Saturday and if you’d like to help, we’d love to have  
you give us a hand.  People start bringing their family favorites at 5:15 p.m., and we begin dinner at  
6:00 p.m.  Sign-up sheets will appear at Coffee & Conversation starting January 1, 2012, so we know  
how many will be attending, as we have a 150 limit. 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
A REMINDER to Committee chairpersons that your annual reports are due to the 
Church Office no later than Friday, January 13. 

DAVE RAMSEY’S FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 
 

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University: 91 Days to Beat Debt…and Build Wealth 
will be offered again here at the Church starting on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 at 

7 P.M. in the East Room facilitated by Paul Platek!  This amazing class will run for 11 weeks, skipping Easter, 
until April 29. The Kit is only $99.00 and you can register at the Church or online at daveramsey.com. 
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FAMILY PROMISE: HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES 
Three families came on Christmas Day hosted by Leonia Presbyterian Church. Unitarian 

Universalist congregation hosted December 26, then St. Paul’s Episcopal, Metro Church on the 
30th, and our church on 28, 29 and 31st. Dinners were prepared by our Youth Group with adult 

advisors Elena Sepulveda and Sharon Burrowes and Singles Connection with  
Mibs Wagner, and several other members on New Year’s Eve. 

 
A BIG THANKS to all who generously offered to stay overnight with our guests or prepared a meal  
or helped set up Elmore Hall or donated blankets. It’s been an outpouring of love and concern for the 
homeless and a commitment to serve. 8 people prepared Elmore Hall setting up 3 bedrooms, a dining 
and living room area. 9 signed up to stay overnight, 18 prepared dinner, and 8 brought breakfast and 
lunch food.   

WINTER COATS FOR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

The Outreach and Mission Committees are collecting winter coats for those who need them for 
the coming months. Bring your good used coats of all sizes to the church and hang them on 
the coat rack just inside the side door of Elmore Hall, or place them in the boxes provided.  

FOOD TO FIRST ON JANUARY 1ST OR 8TH 
 

Did we meet our goal of 300 bags of groceries in 2011 for the Center for Food Action? YES,  
we did, thanks to all of you who faithfully remember your neighbors who need food for  
themselves and their families. In fact, we have delivered 348 bags of groceries.  How many  
will we donate in 2012? We have a new goal of 365, one per day in 2012! 

WRITING SHORT STORIES AND MORE "HOW TO'S"     
SINGLES CONNECTION - WED., JANUARY 25, 7 P.M., EAST ROOM 

  

Why not start off the New Year with a bang - tackling those long time goals of writing a family vignette, 
beginning that short story or article, or even beginning a book???  Join us for a great evening of tips and starting 

points presented by editor, writer, teacher and facilitator Valerie Gross.  A native of 
Manhattan, she shares her time with her fiancé in Bergen County.  Valerie has 
conducted workshops in writing at Ramsey Library and other local venues.  She has 
devoted seven years to researching and writing "Magdala," an innovative historical 
fiction of Mary Magdalene. Valerie is also an editor for a wide range of women's 
projects, from works of scholarship through poetry to fiction.  

This will be a treat for all budding experimenters in writing.  I’ve attended her class and learned a great deal.  
Don't miss this wonderful evening intended to "get us going" on those writing projects we've postponed! 

                                                                                                                 - Mibs Wagner, Coordinator of Singles Connection 
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Other News 

WEST VIRGINIA, HERE WE COME IN 2012! 
"This is a good time to share God stories from West Virginia Ministry Advocacy 
Workcamps! " 
 

"We are so thankful for TEN YEARS of getting to reach out beyond the walls of our churches and offer healing 
and hope to so many families around West Virginia. We are so thankful for volunteers from all over the US, 
for families who allow us into their homes and into their hearts, for churches and individuals who send us fi-
nancial support, for God’s word that encourages us, strengthens us, and reminds us that mission is who we are 
in Christ." 
 

"This year we were able to serve over 125 families. We have been blessed with about 626 volunteers from 76 
groups. These groups represent PA, IN, OH, NC, SC, NY, MD, VA, CT, GA, IA, IN, TX, MN, KY, TN, NJ, 
FL, DE and even WV. Based on $20.85 per hour, volunteers worked 19,532 hours valued at $407,242. We 
are thankful for these numbers, but ministry is not about numbers." 
…and what does the Lord require of you? To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God. Micah 6:8 
 

"In a nutshell we are called to do justice: building bridges between those who have and those who have needs. 
We are called to love kindness: building relationships with one another and walking in someone else’s 
shoes. Walking humbly with God is not about thinking less of ourselves—it is about not thinking of ourselves at 
all. That’s when we can serve with all of our heart and let God surprise us! If we have our minds made up about 
what mission should look like, then we miss so much of the grace."  
 

WVMAW supervisors work hard to challenge the teams to go far beyond painting and yard work!  We followed 
up on projects that could not be completed during the week of work camp projects in June. Most of these pro-
jects were in rural Wayne County, not far from Huntington. Jeff Glover of Carmel, IN was the site supervisor. 
Using left over and “found” materials, Jeff and the team from First Presbyterian Church of Englewood, NJ 
helped the homeowner out by building a wood shed to keep her wood dry. Just an example of going above and 
beyond! Jeff called it his no cost add on. 
 

PLAN AHEAD:  We are scheduled for another MISSION TRIP to West Virginia from July 29 - August 4, 
2012! 

THE INDOOR LABYRINTH IS OPEN ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Come, walk the Labyrinth on the last day of 2011, December 31, anytime from 7 to 11 p.m.  It’s  
a time of gratitude for the year that was and prayer for the New Year! The Chapel is a beautiful 
setting for a walk with Gregorian chant and candlelight. The Labyrinth will remain open 
Sunday, New Year’s Day, from 12 to 4 p.m. The “Labyrinth on the Lawn” behind Elmore Hall  
is always open for walking. 

SUPER BOWL PARTY AT THE CHURCH  
Join others on Sunday, February 5, at 6:30 p.m. following the 5:30 p.m. Crossroads Service to  

watch the Super Bowl Football Game on the large screen in the Chapel. 



 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
 

In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER,  
you are now able to dial in to our phone 

system and hear a recorded announcement of 
whether any of our activities are impacted.  
During the opening message, just press 7 
(think of pressing "S" for "Snow") to be 
informed of whether any events have 

 been cancelled. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that 
our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible 
at no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 

Church of Englewood), follow us on 
Twitter @fpcenglewood), or check-in 
on Foursquare. 

  

Happy New Year! 
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Every Sunday: 
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

10.00 am Bible Study; 11:00 am W
orship Service 

11:15 am  Church School & Youth Scripture Study  
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery / child care available from 9:30 - 12:30 pm 
Crossroads Contemporary W

orship 5:30 pm  
Every Friday:  

3:45 pm Youth Ensemble; 4:30 pm Afterschool Program 




